
Text Connections 

Step-by-step instructions 

 
Before Class 

 

1. Read through the articles from Science News for Kids to familiarize yourself and prepare 

the connections. The students will read both articles; one will be used for direct 

instruction and the second for guided and independent practice. 

 

2. Check equipment to ensure the slides can be projected.  

 

3. Consider printing the slide in poster size and laminate for future use.  

 

4. Print enough copies of the readings for each student to have their own copy. 

 

5. Print student copies of the graphic organizer (2 per student). 

 

Introduce the Strategy 

 

1. Explain to students they can make connections to a text by asking questions when they 

read. State, “Good readers ask themselves questions about personal experiences, other 

books or articles, and about the real world while they read.” 

 

2. Tell students that they will use a graphic organizer to help visualize and make 

connections to texts.  

 

3. Ask students to share types of graphic organizers they have used in the past. Prompt them 

to share the reasons for using specific graphic organizers (i.e., Venn Diagram is used for 

compare and contrast, Flow chart is used to show sequence). 

 

4. Explain to students they will use a Network Tree to show the connections they make 

when reading.  

 

5. Display the slide. 

 

6. Point to the top space and state, “This is where you will write the title of the reading, and 

you can also write something about the text. For example, you can write the title of the 

chapter of the textbook, novel, short story, or article. Today we are going to look at an 

article.”   

 

7. Point to the first box on the left, Self. Explain, “Making connections to self is all about 

you. What does this remind me of? How can I relate to the characters in the story? What 

does this story remind me of in my own life?” 

 

8. Point to the middle box in the lower section, Text. Explain, “Making connections to text 

is when you ask yourself about other books or texts you have read. What does this remind 



me of in another book I have read? How is this text similar to other things I have read? 

How is this text different from other things I have read?” 

 

9. Point to the last box on the right, World. Explain, “Making connections to the world is 

when you ask questions about the world around you. What does this remind me of in the 

real world? How are events in this story similar to things that happen in the real world? 

How are events in this story different from things that happen in the real world?” 

 

10. Explain that good readers make connections to what they read so they can understand 

texts and remember it.  

 

Direct Instruction/Modeling 

 

11. Hand out copies of the first reading, Junk Food Junkies. Read this article and model 

asking yourself questions. 

 

12. Display the Making Connections Questions Slide for student reference. 

 

13. Begin reading. After each paragraph stop and model. Ask yourself a question and then 

write your answer on the graphic organizer displayed before the class. For example, you 

can state, “It sounds like a science experiment designed by Willy Wonka: Take a lot of 

junk food, feed it to some rats, and see what happens.” 

 

14. Ask, “What does this remind me of in my own life? I like junk food; I like sweets and 

prefer to eat junk food.” Write your thoughts in a bubble under Self. 

 

15. Ask, “How is this like Willy Wonka? Willy Wonka had characters that loved to eat junk 

food and it was about a contest where the winner would get Wonka candy bars for life.” 

Write in your thoughts in one of the bubbles below Text.  

 

16. Ask, “What does this remind me of in the real world? I know scientist use rats and mice 

to conduct experiments, and I know they use that information to make predictions about 

effects on people.” Write your thoughts in a bubble under World. 

 

17. Continue through the article. Half way through (around paragraph six), start to ask the 

students for their Self, Text, and World connections. For example, you can say, “For the 

experiment, Johnson fed foods like cheesecake, bacon, and Ho Hos to one group of rats. 

These foods are all high in calories and high in fat. Another group of rats received a 

regular, nutritious diet. The rats that ate junk food started to eat more and more. What 

does this remind you of from own experiences? Does this remind you have something 

else you have read? What was that, and how is it connected?  How is this experiment 

similar to something in the real world?”  

  

18. Acknowledge student answers and invite them up to the board to write their answers in 

the graphic organizer. 



19. Review all the answers shared at the end of reading Junk Food Junkies. Ask students how 

they felt about using this strategy.  

 

20. Ask for questions and clarify how to use the strategy and graphic organizer. 

 

Applying the Strategy 

 

21. Hand out the second article, Fats Encourage Overeating, and a second graphic organizer. 

 

22. Tell the students they will work with a partner to read and make connections. Remind the 

students of the routine you just completed. You read a paragraph then you stopped and 

asked questions. Refer to the Question Slide and tell student it will remain posted 

throughout the activity for them to use as a reference. Finally, when you made a 

connection you wrote it down on the graphic organizer. Instruct students to complete the 

following steps when responding: 

 

Step 1: Read the first paragraph. 

 

Step 2: Ask yourself the following questions:  

 

Self: 

 What does this remind me of? 

 How can I relate to the characters in the story? 

 What does this story remind me of in my own life? 

 

 Text: 

 What does this remind me of in another book I have read? 

 How is this text similar to other things I have read? 

 How is this text different from other things I have read? 

 

 World: 

 What does this remind me of in the real world? 

 How are events in this story similar to things that happen in the real world? 

 How are events in this story different from things that happen in the real 

world? 

 

Step 3: Write your responses in the corresponding boxes in the graphic organizer. 

 

Step 4: Repeat Steps 1 – 3 

 

23. Divide the students into partner groups. For this lesson it is suggested that you pair 

students in high-low ability groupings. (Refer to Partner Reading Lesson Plan and the 

Partner Reading Student Assignment Template.) This grouping will allow the partners to 

work together and benefit from peer tutoring. 

 



24. Have students begin reading. Walk around and observe students, offer assistance when 

needed, but allow students to help each other discover good connections. 

 

25. Have students independently read the article again when they finish working with their 

partners; this will help students to make more personal connections to the article. 

 

26. Bring the class back together and have students report out on the connections they made. 

 

Wrap up 

 

27. Call on individual students to tell you the purpose of using the Network Tree. 

 

28. Call on individual students to give you a type of connection they can make during 

reading. Follow up with asking another student to provide one of the questions they can 

ask themselves for that type of connection. 

 

29. Make sure all three connections and the related questions have been shared. 

 
 

 

 


